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Anonymous “Dark Money” Donor for Renaming of George Mason University 
Law School Uncovered As Chicago Billionaire Barre Seid 

[FAIRFAX, VA]~ Public records obtained by Allison Pienta, UnKoch advocate and alumna of George Mason 
University’s Law School, reveal that Barre Seid, a Chicago billionaire known as the “Angel of the Right” and 
“closely allied” with the Koch brothers, is the anonymous donor who pledged $20 million to rename George 
Mason’s public Law School after the late Justice Antonin Scalia in March 2016. Mr. Seid has previously been 
“ outed ” as the $16.8 million funder of the nationwide distribution of the incendiary Islamophobic film 
“Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West’ in an effort to block the 2008 election of President 
Obama. Mr. Seid has also been “ outed ” as the anonymous donor behind the funding of climate change denial 
projects by the Koch-backed Heartland Institute. 

The documents proving Mr. Seid is the anonymous donor were produced in October 2019 in 
response to FOIA requests for “communications or documents containing the name of the anonymous donor 
under the March 31,2016 Grant Agreement.” After review of those documents repeatedly suggested Mr. Seid 
is the anonymous donor, a follow-up FOIA request was made for all communications with “Barre Seid” which 
resulted in the production of emails matching those in the first production, but with Mr. Seid’s name 
unredacted. 

The 2016 Grant Agreement not only renamed the Law School but resulted in the redefinition of the 
School’s “Mission” in line with Mr. Seid’s business and political agenda, the hiring of twelve faculty, ten of 
whom are associated with the Federalist Society, and the placement of Leonard Leo, who is known as the 
“judge whisperer” for President Trump, in a secret oversight position over the Law School. The FOIA 
documents also show that Mr. Seid had an influential financial relationship with the Law School long before 
the 2016 Grant Agreement. Mr. Seid’s contributions to the Law School since 2005 had already totaled over 
$7.9 million, including annual funding for the controversial training of federal and state judges by the Law & 
Economics Center (LEC) and projects to destroy the “administrative welfare state.” In 2013, Mr. Seid made a 
5-year commitment of $375,000 annually “to fund the compensation and fringe benefits” of a professor who 
appears to be Senior Judge Douglas Ginsburg of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia, who is still actively hearing and deciding cases. 

“For years, George Mason’s public law school has been at the beck and call of donors seeking to 
leverage the institution for their own private and corporate interests,” said Ms. Pienta. “Especially in light of 
the Law School’s current search to replace retiring Dean Henry Butler, I call on the University’s Interim 
President, Anne Holton, to investigate donor influence and the use of donated funds at the Law School.” 

Last month, the student organization Transparent GMU launched a campaign calling on the Interim 
President and Board of Visitors to fully end George Mason University’s affiliation with Koch-funded centers on 
campus, including the Mercatus Center, the Institute for Humane Studies, the Law and Economics Center. 
“The impact of these donations are often to make donor-approved ideas more widespread and trusted by the 
general public,” said Jasmine Banks, Executive Director of UnKoch My Campus. “These new revelations 
about Barre Seid, yet another close association of the Koch donor network, only support the students’ calls to 
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remove these donor-driven think-tanks and subsequently cut off their ability to associate with a trusted 
academic institution.” 
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